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Global Al spending forecast
hits $2.59T

Gartner predicts infrastructure and agentic tools will drive this surge.
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Key Al Themes of the Week (W22 2026)

Enterprise Al Spending
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Al Agents

Al in Advertising

Al Regulation & Research

LLM launches and Al agents dominate coverage; enterprise spending forecast signals massive growth.

STRUCTURED INTELLIGENCE FOR DECISION-MAKERS

29 May 2026 - ISSUE W22/2026



ﬁ STRATOFACTORY

Three signals of structural shift this week

3 KEY TAKEAWAYS

Global Al spending forecast hits $2.59T

Gartner predicts infrastructure and agentic tools will
drive this surge.

Critical Starlette vulnerability threatens
millions of Al agents

The 'BadHost' bug exposes remote code execution
risks in agent pipelines.

Claude Opus 4.8 introduces dynamic multi-
agent workflows

The cap of 1,000 subagents makes enterprise
orchestration viable at scale.

WEEK IN CONTEXT

This week was defined by a trio of developments reshaping
the Al landscape: Gartner's forecast of $2.59 trillion in global
Al spending by 2026, signaling an investment hypergrowth
phase; the disclosure of a critical '‘BadHost' vulnerability in
Starlette threatening millions of Al agent deployments; and
Anthropic's launch of Claude Opus 4.8 with dynamic multi-
agent workflows supporting up to 1,000 subagents. Google's
I/O 2026 announcement of 100 new Gemini-powered products
further underscored the platform race. For businesses, the
convergence of massive capital inflows, security risks in open-
source dependencies, and rapid model commoditization
demands a balanced strategy: accelerate Al adoption while
investing in robust agent governance and supply-chain
security to capture value in 2026's hypercompetitive
environment.
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STAT OF THE WEEK

$2.59T

Capital is concentrating into Al
infrastructure and...

This spending surge pressures
enterprises to quickly build secure,
scalable Al operations.

$2.5B

top deal — Anthropic

5

funding & M&A deals tracked

Source: aggregated public data - W22/2026
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TOP STORIES OF THE WEEK

Al WEEKLY REPORT - ISSUE W22/2026 -

What moved the market — and what to do
about it

#ENTERPRISE

Global Al spending to hit $2.59 trillion in 2026, says Gartner forecast

FACT

Gartner forecasts global Al spending will
reach $2.59 trillion by 2026, driven by
infrastructure and agentic tools.

IMPLICATION

Enterprise Al investment is entering a
hypergrowth phase, pressuring budgets and
supply chains.

100 things we announced at 1/0 2026

FACT

Google announced 100 new products and
features at 1/0 2026, centered on Gemini Al.

#OPENSOURCE

IMPLICATION

Google's product blitz raises the bar for Al
platform comprehensiveness, forcing rivals to
accelerate.

RECOMMENDATION

Audit current Al spend allocation and
rebalance toward high-ROI agentic and
infrastructure projects.

RECOMMENDATION

Audit your Al stack against Google's new
Gemini offerings and pilot relevant
integrations.

Millions of Al agents imperiled by critical vulnerability in open source package

FACT

Critical 'BadHost' vulnerability in Starlette,
used by 325M weekly downloads, threatens
millions of Al agents.

IMPLICATION

Al agent pipelines relying on Starlette are
exposed to remote code execution, eroding
trust in open-source dependencies.

Anthropic releases Claude Opus 4.8

FACT

Anthropic released Claude Opus 4.8,
upgrading from 4.7 with gains in coding,
agent work, reasoning, and knowledge work
via claude.ai, Claude Code, and API.

IMPLICATION

This release intensifies competition in
enterprise Al and coding assistants, pushing
rivals to accelerate their own model updates.

RECOMMENDATION

Audit all Al agent stacks for Starlette usage
and apply patches immediately to prevent
exploitation.

RECOMMENDATION

Pilot Claude Opus 4.8 for agentic and coding
workflows to assess performance gains over
current providers.

Anthropic Ships Claude Opus 4.8 Alongside Dynamic Workflows and Cheaper Fast Mode

FACT

Anthropic launches Claude Opus 4.8 with
dynamic workflows capped at 1,000
subagents and cheaper fast mode.

STRATOFACTORY - Al WEEKLY

IMPLICATION

Enterprise multi-agent orchestration becomes

viable at scale, driving adoption of agentic Al
workflows.

RECOMMENDATION

Pilot Claude Opus 4.8 for complex task
decomposition and multi-agent automation
scenarios.
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Al WEEKLY REPORT - ISSUE W22/2026 - 29 May 2026

What to watch, fund, and pilot next

Al TOOL OF THE WEEK

Claude Opus 4.8

An upgraded Al model from Anthropic with significant gains in
coding, agentic tasks, reasoning.

MATURITY ROI INTEG. SCALE
o000 o000 o000 o000

An upgraded Al model from Anthropic with significant gains in
coding, agentic tasks, reasoning, and knowledge work. It
introduces dynamic workflows supporting up to 1,000
subagents and a cheaper fast mode, making it ideal for
enterprise adoption via claude.ai, Claude Code, and API.

FUNDING & M&A — TOP

COMPANY STAGE $ SECTOR
Anthropic Series F $2.5B Foundation Models
Liquid Al Series A $120M  On-Device Al

Hexo Labs Seed $15M Autonomous Agents

Google (Acq.) Acq. $500M Al Advertising

Microsoft (Inv.) Strat. Inv. $200M Al Copilot

Enterprise Al investment is bifurcating between platform
consolidation (Google, Anthropic) and security-critical
infrastructure, as the $2.59T spending surge forces CFOs to
allocate capital rapidly while mitigating open-source risks.

LOOKING AHEAD - 2-4 WEEKS

a Al spending hypergrowth pressures
CFOs

Gartner's $2.59T forecast forces budget
reallocation toward vendor consolidation and
security infrastructure within weeks.

e Google's Al platform blitz forces rival
response
I/0 2026 announcements set a
comprehensiveness bar that Microsoft and
Amazon must match within weeks or lose
enterprise trust.

e Anthropic leads multi-agent
orchestration

Claude Opus 4.8's 1,000-subagent
workflows raise the bar, forcing rivals to
deliver scalable agent frameworks by July.
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Al Weekly Report by StratoFactory. Prepared for executive readers; not investment advice. All figures aggregated from public sources and editorially
reviewed; minor revisions may follow as primary sources update. This material may contain errors, omissions, or outdated information. StratoFactory
accepts no responsibility for any decisions taken on the basis of this material — particularly investment decisions. Readers should independently verify any

figure or claim before acting on it. Issue W22/2026 - 29 May 2026.
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